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3 % REGION 5
M S 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
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REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF:
SE-58J)
80V g4 UM
MEMORANDUM
DATE:

SUBJECT: ACTION MEMORANDUM - Request for a Time Critical Removal Action at the
South Indiana Avenue Vacant Lot Site, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois.

FROI\};O Cindy Nolan, On-Scene Coordinator MJ?M,
V" Emergency Response Section II

THRU: Richard Karl, Chief &P omataf’ ). Brsset -
£06v Emergency Response Branch

TO: William E. Muno, Director
Superfund Division

Site ID # B507
i. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Action Memorandum is to request and document approval to expend up to
$205,318 to abate an imminent and substantial threat to public health and the environment
presented at the South Indiana Avenue Vacant Lot site, Cook County, Chicago, Illinois.

The site was referred to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) by the
City of Chicago Department of Environment, and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
for a removal assessment. As a result of the assessment the site was recommended for a removal
action,

The proposed removal action seeks to abate the imminent and substantial threat to human health
and the environment posed by the presence of wastes at the site in waste piles, drums and various
other containers. The proposed removal action seeks to climinate this threat by removing and
disposing of the waste. It is estimated that the removai action will require approximately 22 on-
site working days to complete. This proposed removal action is considered time critical due to the
presence of approximately 50 to 60 abandoned drums that contain waste material.

The site is not included on the National Priorities List (N.P.L.}).
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IL. SITE CONDITIONS AND BACKGROUND
CERCLIS ID # 110002009397
Site Description and Backgrouand

The South Indiana Avenue site is a vacant lot located 41° 49' 06" north latitadi it 87" 717
west longitude, Chicago, Illinois (Fig.1). The site is also located in an economically
disadvantaged nnnomyoomnwwy The site conslsts ofapprommately 50 to 60 &mnfwious

of the'dit s ; séis for people to.eatér
thesxw Totheweétaf" & site 15 % vacant ot fh-+ loggl fesidants amamﬂ!tombalrvelucles The
site is in a mixed restdmtulfmdusmal area.

On June 26, 1997, On-Scene Coordmator (OSC) (l‘ihdy ‘Nolan assessed conditions at the site. On
July 8, 1997, U.S. EPA Representative Keith J. Leaniak along with Superfund Technical
Assessment and Response 'Peml* {STARTY menibeis Chad Gibiin ani Baghu Nagain performed
sampling at the site. The assesstment team observed wiiété piles; thiifrpwisd othér containers
present on site.

Current Site Conditions

Approximately 50 to 60 drums and various other containers are scattered:throughout the site.
Some of the drums contain liquid or solid materials, and some are empty.

During the July 8, 1997 site assessment, the assessment team collected three samples from various

media on the site. Analytical resuiis from these samples are as follows: Samples D-1 and D-2

exhibited flash points between 70°F and 80 °F and pH for samples D-1 and D-2 weic found to be .
between 5.7 and 4.3 standard units. Highest concentrations of concern were detected for toluene,

xylene, and lead with maximum levels of 100,000 mg/kg, 420,000 mg/kg, and 1,400 mg/kg.
Contamination may also exist in'soil on a portion of the property at 131 E. 43rd St.(PIN 20 03

302 025) and 119 E. 43rd St. (PIN20 03 302 010); additional samples will be collected.

State and Local Authorities Role

The City of Chicago and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) do not have
sufficient funds or resources to conduct the removal ‘of the hazardous substances found at this
facility. The IEPA does not have a removal program in place with enough funds to perform the
actions needed at this site to mitigate the threat to human-health and the environment, The TEPA
will continue to provide support to U.S. EPA during the removal efforts.
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IIL THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT, AND
STATUMIW AND kEGU' ATORY AUTHORITIES

Conditions present at the South Indiana Avenue Vacant Lot site constitute an imminent and

substantial thre t,to ubhc hea!th‘and thc environment, based upon considerations as set forth in
the National Off shdl g Pothution Contingency Plan (NCP), 40:CFR Section

300.415(b)2). Aucordmgly a time-cntlcal removal action is the appropriate response action at
the South Indiana Avenue site. These cqn@;ttons include, bu; are not limited to, the following:

expo “";t?imﬂu&dousmbstmoes orpollutantsorcontammmsby
al, ‘of the fo8d' Chaif

Analytical results from the drum samples collected v.. july 8, 1997, indicaic the presence of
hazardous substances at thg South Induma Vacant Lot site. Samples D-1 and D-2 indicate
" ot tolune, xylene, and lead with maximum levels of 110,000 mg/kg,
ly “The potential‘exists’ for tmpaas«s, ‘vandals, or

The site investi| contuicted by U.S: EPA documenited that approximately 50 to 60 drums
and other containers full or partially full of hazardous waste and unknown material are present on-
site in uncontrofled, deteriorating, and. leakmg conditions. Drum Samples #1 and #2 have flash
noints up to 80°F and according to 40 CFR §261.21(a)(1); a flash point less than 140°F exhibits
the characteristic of ignitability. Site access to trespascers, vandals, and scavengers is unrestricted.
There are no existing gates or locks to restrict entrance to the property

¢) Hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants in drums, barrels, tanks, or other
bulk storage containers, that may pose a threat of release.

Samples collected by the U.S. EPA indicate that hazardous materials are present on site The
drums contain levels of toluene, xylene, and lead that are above their inhalation exposure and
fire/explosion limits. Dermal exposure can cause skin damage and eye irritation. Many of the
unsampled containers potentially contain hazardous materials or other ignitable liquids. The
integrity of the drums are poor and the potential exists for them to further detenorate.

d) The availability of other appropnate Federal or local response mechanisms t¢ respond
to the release:
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The City of Chicago Department of Environment and the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency referred this site to the U.S. EPA, in July of 1997, due to the lack of the necessary
resources to undertake the clean up action or to respond to an emergengy situation.

e) Weather conditions that may cause. ‘hazardous sulmnnoes or pgllumtg or cmtammants
to.migrate or be released;

The poor integrity of the drums and containers on site pose the threat of release andfor migratxon

of contaminants. Expogure.te the elements can cause further deteorition of:
which could cause further migration of coagmnuuts if the don ¥51a

IV. ENDANGERMENT DETERMINATION

Open drums and canmrs ;mgroperly stored at the South Indiana Avenye Vacant, Lot site
contain igl fli % wastes pose potenualumlamn, ingestion, and dmct contact
hazards: to surroundmg m‘ jenits.

Given the present site conditions, the nature of hazardous substances on-site, and the potential
exposure pathways described in Section III above, actual or threatened releases of hazardous
substances from this site, if not addressed by implementing the response action selected in this
Action Memorandum, present an imminent.and substantial endangerment to public health,
welfare, or the environment,

V. PROPOSED ACTIONS AND ESTIMATED COSTS

A. Proposed Actions

1. Proposed Action Descniption

The purpose of this removal action is to mitigate the imminent and substantial threats posed to
public health or welfare or the environment from wastes at the site. The proposed immediate
response action includes the following actions;

1} A site safety pian will be prepared and implemented. The site will be secured to the extent
practicable for completion of site activities,

2) The contents of waste piles, drums, and any other containers will be segregai=d, staged,
sampled, and categorized for disposal. Compatible waste streams will be bulked and disposed of
off-site

3} All drums and other containers will be decontaminated, recycled, and/or disposed of as
appropriate
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Waste transportation and disposal will be handled in fuli compliance with the U.S. EPA’s
Off-Site Disposal Rule, 40 CFR Section 300.440, 58 Federal Register 49215. The response
actions described in this memorandum directly address actual or threatened releases of hazardous
substances, pollutants, or contaminants at the facility which may pose an imminent and substantial
endangerment to public health and safety, and to the environment. These response actions do not
impose a burden on affected property disproportionate to the extent to which that property
contributes to the conditions being addressed.

2. Contribution to Remedial Performance

The South Indiana Avenue Vacant Lot site is not on the NPL and remedial actions have not been
planned to date. The proposed removal action will address all threats meeting the NCP Section
300.415(b)X(2) removal criteria as identified in Section III of this Action Memorandum.

All Federal ARARs and any Illinois ARARs identified in a timely manner will be complied with to
the extent practicable. A letter was sent July 9,1997 to James O’Brien of IEPA requesting that
the state identify any ARARs. ‘

4. Project Schedule
It is estimated that on-site removal activities will be completed in 22, ten hour working days.
R, Estimated Costs
The estimated costs of the recommended action are summarized below. The detailed ERCS

contractor costs and initial cost projection scenario are presented in Attachment A. The estimated
costs are as follows:



REMOVAL PROJECT CEILING ESTIMATE

Clean Up Contractor Costs $114,346

Contingency (20%) 22,869
Subtotal 137,215
START 16,690
Extramural Costs 153,865
Extramural Contingency (20%) 30,773
TOTAL, EXTRAMURAL COSTS  S184,638
INTRAMURAL COSTS
U.S. EPA Direct costs
$30/hr (220 Regional + 22 HQ) | $7,260
U.S. EPA Indirect Costs
$61/hr (220 Regional Hrs) 13,420
TOTAL, INTRAMURAL COSTS $ 20,680

V1. EXPECTED CHANGE IN THE SITUATION SHOULD ACTION BE DELAYED OR
NOT TAKEN

The current site conditions, the nature of the hazardous substances on-site, and the potential
exposure pathways to the nearby population described in Sections II and III, if not addressed by
implementing the response actions selected in this Action Memorandum, present an imminent and
substantial endangerment to the public health, or welfare, or the environment. Implementation of
the response actions selected in this Action Memorandum will mitigate the actual or threatened
releases of hazardous substances from this site.

Wit..out undertaking the aforementioned a..10.s, releases may occur due to rupture of drums and
containers within the site premises. Additional spillage to the facility's work area could result in

n
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an overflow of hazardous wastes to the sanitary sewer, street or neighboring properties. A
release of wastes to surrounding properties v contribute and ultimately lead to increased risks
to public health and the environment.

VII. OUTSTANDING POLICY ISSUES
There are no outstanding policy issues for the Indiana Avenue Vacant Lot site.
VIIL. ENFORCEMENT

For administrative purposes, information concerning the enforcement strategy for this site is
contained in the Enforcement Confidential Addendum (Attachment B).

IX. RECOMMENDATION

This decision document represents the selected removal action for the Indiana Avenue Vacant Lot
site, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, developed in accordance with CERCLA as amended, and is
not inconsistent with the NCP. Conditions at the site meet the criteria of Section 300.415 (b)(2)
of the NCP for a removal action and I recommend your approval of the proposed removal action.
The total project ceiling requested is $205,318. Of this, an estimated $167,948 may be used for
cleanup contractor costs. You may indicate your decision by signing below:

APPROVE: /L[f 4"«.«-— DATE:_i(/ ; / ,27

Director, Superfund Pivision

DISAPPROVE: DATE:
Director, Superfund Division

ATTACHMENTS: A. ERCS Contractor Costs
B. Enforcement Confidential Addendum
C. Administrative Record Index
D. Site Maps
cc: K. Mould, U.S. EPA HQ, 5202G
D. Henne, U.S. Department of the Interior, Customs House
200 Chestnut St., Room 217, Philadelphia, PA 19106
J. O’Brien, IEPA, 2009 Mall St , Collinsville, IL 62234



BCC PAGE

REDACTED

NOT RELEVANT TO THE SELECTION OF REMOVAL ACTION



ATTACHMENT A

ERCS CONTRACTOR COSTS
INDIANA AVENUE VACANT LOT SITE
SEPTEMBER 1997

PERSONNEL $ 44,106
EQUIPMENT ne ~ns
MATERIALS 33,215
SUBCONTRACTORS -0-
TRANSPORTATION 7,000
DISPOSAL 11,000

TOTAL $114,346
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FIGURE 3. LOCATION OF
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ENFORCEMENT CONFIDENTIAL ADDENDUM
REDACTED
(2 PAGES)

NOT RELEVANT TO THE SELLECTION OF REMOVAL ACTION



AR

ATTACHMENT C

U.8. ENVIROMMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REMOVAL ACTION

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD
TOR
4310 SOUTH INDIANA AVENUE VACANT LOT SITE
CHICAGO, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ORIGIMAL
SEPTEMBER 19, 1997

DATR AUTHOR RECIPIENT IITLE/DESCRIPTION PAGES
00/00/00 Nolan, C. Karl, R., Action Msmorandum:

& X. Lesniak; U.8. EPA Requesc for a Time-

U.8. BPA Critical Resmcvel Action

at the 4310 South
Indiana Avenus Vacant
Lot Site (PENDING)



ATTACHMENT D

SITE MAPS
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